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Quote from TauPhi

In our universe we don't have infinity of possible creations. As far as matter is
concerned, the variety of atoms is strictly limited by universal laws governing the
universe. Since we have limited building blocks types and constrains in the form of
universal laws which have to be obeyed, the universe is not a place where anything
goes.

I think that is an excellent point and it is where I (intuitively) think Epicurus is coming from.

In addition, we have no reason to think, and therefore we should not think, that there are "other
universes" in which there are an infinitely larger number of infinite types of atoms that do in
fact create an "anything goes" environment.

I *think* that takes us back to the article, and what I perceive to be a point of the article, which
I read as asserting that Epicurus was advocating for an "anything goes" universe, when in fact
he was not.

Now maybe this sentence does not say that .....

"Since the universe is infinite, there are enough opportunities for every possible arrangement of
atoms to occur eventually, even the most unlikely. Our world, and the life on it, is one of those
unlikely (but eventually inevitable) arrangements."

.. but I would say it comes awfully close to saying that, and that it would be better to be clear
that Epicurus's argument against intelligent design does not end up being an "anything goes"
universe.
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