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Post by “Don” of May 12, 2024 at 8:38 PM

Quote from Cassius

But since we are good Epicureans, we think along the line of Epicurus in providing for
the school and for Metrodorus' children after his death, and of Diogenes of Oinoanda in
instructing future generations currently unborn, right? 

Sure! We take pleasure in planning for the future of our family, of our world, of successive
generations, all of that. We know we don't control anything after we die, but there's pleasure to
be had in knowing we did all we could do while alive.

That said...

(I get the feeling this is one of those conversations that would be over quick were we to be
talking in-person  )

My bone of contention is that we should not think humans are somehow exempt from the fate
of other species or that we're somehow going to be around to see the "heat death" of the
universe or the creation of a new bubble universe (or whatever the fate of our corner of the
cosmos will be). Sure, humans are probably going to be around for millennia more or maybe
even millions of years in one form or another. Maybe we'll harness the technology to have
humans explore into the solar system. But no matter how long we're around, we should not
think we have some "special" place in the Divine Plan of the Universe or something. We are
living beings like every other living being. Our species will have a lifespan. Our species is
mortal, like our Sun. And, I think, we need to be okay with that. The eventual, inevitable death
of our species is nothing to us. Carpe the diem here and now.
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