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Post by “Cassius” of May 1, 2024 at 9:32 AM

We will definitely get to that at some point. As with this first episode, | think we found that there
is going to be a lot to talk about in terms of Epicurus' relationship to religion that will take us
some time to go through before we get to that.

Cicero has lots of general observations that are worth discussing, as we went through at length
in this episode, and if | recall correctly Velleius goes through a lot of criticism of other schools
before he gets to those final passages discussing Epicurus' own views.

So we will definitely call you when we get to that and in the meantime you're always welcome
as well. There are plenty of issues, like Carneades (closer to Cicero than to the Stoics) criticizing
the Stoic position on the gods determining every feather on every bird. | didn't have time to
pursue that in episode one but it would be good to get a fix on to what extent the Cicero-team
extended their insistence on "probability" rather than confidence to the gods themselves.

If I can do It | will try to re-read the whole book over the next couple of weeks while we are still
going over Velleius, but that's an example of where it would be good to aim the big guns at the
many names and details that Cicero is discussing which aren't very familiar.

So the Stoics were "more catholic than the Pope" in comparison to Socrates, Plato, and
Aristotle, at least in terms of divine guidance of the affairs of men and the universe?

If so, | feel sure that our modern Stoics would squirm at that (to the extent they even realize it).
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