
What Epicurus Offers To The Modern World As Of
April, 2024?
Post by “TauPhi” of April 28, 2024 at 9:14 PM

My (I hope, at least) thoughts Bryan 's post #21.

Quote from Bryan

One of the tricks of "modern thought/education" is to make the student think they are
coming up with the ideas themselves individually (and therefore hold those ideas more
deeply) when in reality they really end up only believing and repeating what they have
been told.

That's an interesting view. The first question that pops into my head is why would educators go
to great lengths creating a system aimed at tricking people into becoming repeating mindless
automatons? What is so beneficial in having sterile societies? And how any progress would be
possible? When I was around 10 years old I was blown away when I discovered what my 1 Mhz
Commodore 64 personal computer could do. Now I'm typing this text on a laptop with
processing power 2000 times higher. That increase hasn't magically materialised by repetition
and belief of the same old ideas.

Quote from Bryan

I believe that having new thoughts is very rare -- people are considered smart when
they can repeat what they hear -- and most people have to struggle for years to even
be able to repeat what they hear!

I guess new groundbreaking, world-shattering thoughts are very rare but we all have so many
thoughts each day that even if only a fraction of them can be considered 'new' to us, I'd argue
the rarity of personal new thoughts. Today my niece thought to dip a sausage in a strawberry
yogurt. Probably not a 'new' idea worldwide but it was new to her. She quickly realised it was a
bad one.
Also, if people are considered smart solely for their ability to repeat, I would question the
smartness of the 'considerators'.

Quote from Bryan

Widely accepted, promoted, and permitted modern ideas are mostly just re-packaged
judeo-christianty -- everybody is the same, non-physical forces exist, the universe has a
beginning, etc, etc...
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I don't think I know even one person who would claim that everybody is the same. I can clearly
hear a ghost of my dead grandfather complaining that nobody pay any attention to him and I'm
pretty sure the widely accepted view regarding the universe is: 'We don't know. We have some
theories but we can't really tell.'

Quote from Bryan

Given this, I like admit to myself that I am only a follower. But I am proud that I choose
to follow someone who is an honest leader and not someone cynically manipulating the
thought of the public in the same old and absurd ways.

I had pleasure talking to you more than once, Bryan . You're not just a follower. You think, you
wonder and you say interesting things your honest leader didn't even have a chance to come
up with. My point is, please reconsider if you're not a bit too harsh with the assessment of the
world around you. The world is obviously not perfect since strawberry yogurt doesn't go well
with sausages but the public contains a lot of individuals willing to dip stuff in other stuff until
some good stuff emerges.
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