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Lot's of good comments above but to comment on only two:

Quote from Don

Do I think Epicurus would change his mind about some of his ideas given a chance to
learn modern explanations? Sure.

I think it is important (for me at least) to be clear that the areas where he would change his
mind involve relatively insignificant speculations on operations of nature which he knew were
open to revision. On the "more philosophical" matters of ethics and epistemology I don't think
he would have any reason to revise much at all.

Quote from Godfrey

Was Epicurus perhaps making his school friendlier, less intimidating?

That's a very good point that I haven't seen anyone suggest before, and which had not
occurred to me. What appears to us to be "cult-like" behavior might be viewed as a significant
"lessening" or "freeing" of attitudes - almost certainly so in comparison with the Pythagoreans.
We don't really know what the everyday attitudes were within the schools of the time period,
and even today we have examples of professional teachers who are very intimidating and allow
no dissent within their classrooms. Joshua's cite to Plotinus is something i've never heard either
and helps a lot in thinking about these issues.
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