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Don and Cassius. Thank you for comments. Posts like that make me smile. Thanks. I won't be
commenting on most of the points you brought up because I simply have nothing to add as I
find them really good. I'll focus on few things I want to add to, instead.

Quote from Don

I don't think the "ideology" was concealed. I think the ideology - I'd say the teaching
and tenets of the school - was completely on display, like a menu posted at the door of
a restaurant. That's why people joined.

I would think the same but something doesn't add up when I look closely. Despite the school
encouraged the study of nature, which is as 'scientific' approach as it possibly could be at the
time, the same school attracted people with unscientific, pious, almost cult like behaviour
towards Epicurus and his teachings putting him in a weird position of some kind of a saviour,
god or something like that. I called it a concealed ideology as I suspect something I don't know,
or understand, was going on behind the scenes. On top of that, what was completely on
display, also leaves me scratching my head sometimes. (yes, I'm thinking 'the real gods' in
intermundia, for example). Materialistic school with pious students? Eternal gods made of
matter? I guess you can cook a duck and duck a cook at the same time but it's kinda weird 

I'm not trying to belittle Epicureanism in any way, I simply try to understand what ancient
Epicureanism was really like. And I post my doubts here in hopes of getting stuff clarified.
That's why I'm grateful for anyone willing to spend time discussing things like that with me.

Quote from Don

I want to state explicitly that there's nothing wrong with charting one's own course,
taking a cafeteria approach to a life philosophy (to stay with the metaphor). Choosing
dishes that work for the person. I took that approach myself in the past. However, I feel
that starting with an established philosophy or religion or lifestyle gets you further
down the road. It's not necessarily nefarious to want to use the cookbook from
someone who appears to know how to cook.

Absolutely agree. I am an eclectic (and an Epicurean friend at the same time) and it works for
me. If someone chooses different approach, I can be only happy if their choice works for them.
I'm not trying to prove my approach to be better. I don't think it to be better. What matters to
me is that it's good for me and I share it with good intentions. Ultimately, it's none of my
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business if people use cookbooks on the nose or choose to spice their meals to their liking. It's
their food, not mine.
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