
What Epicurus Offers To The Modern World As Of
April, 2024?
Post by “Joshua” of April 24, 2024 at 2:48 PM

Quote

Why don't you ever discuss "meaningfulness" because I've been convinced that's what
I should want out of life?

The phrase "meaning of life" first appears in the record of the English language in 1834. 18
years after the invention of the heliotype, 3 years earlier than the invention of the telegraph.

Quote

"Temptations in the Wilderness!" exclaims Teufelsdrockh, "Have we not all to be tried
with such? Not so easily can the old Adam, lodged in us by birth, be dispossessed. Our
Life is compassed round with Necessity; yet is the meaning of Life itself no other than
Freedom, than Voluntary Force: thus have we a warfare; in the beginning, especially, a
hard-fought battle. For the God-given mandate, Work thou in Well-doing, lies
mysteriously written, in Promethean Prophetic Characters, in our hearts; and leaves us
no rest, night or day, till it be deciphered and obeyed; till it burn forth, in our conduct, a
visible, acted Gospel of Freedom. And as the clay-given mandate, Eat thou and be
filled, at the same time persuasively proclaims itself through every nerve,—must not
there be a confusion, a contest, before the better Influence can become the upper?

"To me nothing seems more natural than that the Son of Man, when such God-given
mandate first prophetically stirs within him, and the Clay must now be vanquished or
vanquish,—should be carried of the spirit into grim Solitudes, and there fronting the
Tempter do grimmest battle with him; defiantly setting him at naught till he yield and
fly. Name it as we choose: with or without visible Devil, whether in the natural Desert of
rocks and sands, or in the populous moral Desert of selfishness and baseness,—to such
Temptation are we all called. Unhappy if we are not! Unhappy if we are but Half-men, in
whom that divine handwriting has never blazed forth, all-subduing, in true sun-
splendor; but quivers dubiously amid meaner lights: or smoulders, in dull pain, in
darkness, under earthly vapors!—Our Wilderness is the wide World in an Atheistic
Century; our Forty Days are long years of suffering and fasting: nevertheless, to these
also comes an end. Yes, to me also was given, if not Victory, yet the consciousness of
Battle, and the resolve to persevere therein while life or faculty is left. To me also,
entangled in the enchanted forests, demon-peopled, doleful of sight and of sound, it
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was given, after weariest wanderings, to work out my way into the higher sunlit
slopes—of that Mountain which has no summit, or whose summit is in Heaven only!"

Quote

there is in man a HIGHER than Love of Happiness: he can do without Happiness, and
instead thereof find Blessedness! Was it not to preach forth this same HIGHER that
sages and martyrs, the Poet and the Priest, in all times, have spoken and suffered;
bearing testimony, through life and through death, of the Godlike that is in Man, and
how in the Godlike only has he Strength and Freedom? Which God-inspiredd Doctrine
art thou also honored to be taught; O Heavens! and broken with manifold merciful
Afflictions, even till thou become contrite and learn it! Oh, thank thy Destiny for these;
thankfully bear what yet remain: thou hadst need of them; the Self in thee needed to
be annihilated. By benignant fever-paroxysms is Life rooting out the deep-seated
chronic Disease, and triumphs over Death. On the roaring billows of Time, thou art not
engulfed, but borne aloft into the azure of Eternity. Love not Pleasure; love God. This is
the EVERLASTING YEA, wherein all contradiction is solved: wherein whoso walks and
works, it is well with him."

--Thomas Carlyle, Sartor Resartus

The meaning of this 'meaning of life' is as elusive as the claims of the snake-oil salesman,
because that's exactly what it is; an imaginary cure to what is not, in fact, a disease. The
'disease' is explicitly atheism and hedonism, and to sell the cure one must first sell the idea
that the disease is real and shameful. When they tell you that your life without gods is without
meaning, they are you telling you to feel ashamed.

Don't.
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