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i am in the middle of editing this podcast and my attention is turned back to this:

We mention in the podcast that the very last argument that Cicero makes against Epicurus in
Book 2 concerns how we should look to Hercules for the proper model of life rather than to
Epicurus. We haven't talked much about "The Choice" between virtue and pleasure that
Hercules was reputed to have made, but I think this deserves a lot more attention. The story
was obviously of very great influence in the ancient world, but when we discussed it in the
podcast none of us were very familiar with it and we had to rely on a quick read of Wikipedia. I
think we can do a lot better than that, and I suspect that exploring the story would reveal why
Lucretius chose to talk so much about Hercules in listing some of his explouts and comparing
his accomplishments to those of Epicurus. Cicero speculates that if had given Torquatus time to
answer that Torquatus would have argued that Hercules did what he did for pleasure, just as
Torquatus answered that his own ancestors had fought wars for pleasure.

Given this story is apparently so central in ancient thought, I think we ought to explore it more.
If anyone has anything to say before the podcast comes out, add it here, and we will probably
in the end split of "The Choice of Hercules" or "Hercules at the Crossroads" into a separate
thread of its own.

Is the choice that between "Virtue and Vice" or "Virtue and Pleasure?"

We will want to articulate the proper Epicurean response to this.
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Of relevance to this Episode:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hercules_at_the_crossroads

Cassius
April 21, 2024 at 10:17 AM
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