
Episode 225 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 30 -
Cicero Argues That Commitment To Virtue Is A Bar
To Pleasure
Post by “Pacatus” of April 21, 2024 at 3:22 PM

“I lay open the mysteries of science; I expose the beauties of art; I call the graces and the
muses to my aid; the song, the lyre, and the dance. … I grant that I do not look to make men
great, but to make men happy.”

+++++++++++++++++++++

The welcoming, freeing and encouraging therapy of the Garden, wherein perfect adherence to
some set of self-binding rules is not requisite – versus the duty- and rule-binding severity of the
Stoa, wherein even taking pleasure in one’s accomplished virtue is suspect. (And its heir, the
duty-based Kantian morality I I so deeply imbibed.)

The Stoa: “First be ‘good’.”

The Garden: “First be well.”
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