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In response to Cicero's question--'what happens to a society when everyone pursues pleasure
as the goal'--I quoted the following from Christopher Hitchens;

Quote

You find me a state or a society that threw off theocracy, and threw off religion. And
said: ‘we adopt the teachings of Lucretius, and Democritus, and Galileo, and Spinoza,
and Darwin, and Russell, and Jefferson, and Thomas Paine; and we make those what we
teach our children. And we make that, scientific and rational humanism, our teaching.’
And you find me that state that did that and fell into tyranny, and slavery, and famine,
and torture, and then we’ll be on a level playing field.
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