
Leontion (Leontium) - Main Biography
Post by “Pacatus” of March 20, 2024 at 5:23 PM

I’ve decided to write a poem on Leontion, which will take some painstaking time (as always).
The first stanza thus far (in very rough draft, and subject to radical revision):

Leontion, your treatises are lost
and we are left with mere hints of your wit:
a woman scorned for her acuity,
an affront male ego could not acquit.

As I go, I keep doing what research I can on this “lost philosopher,” some quotes from which I
am likely to include in my author’s notes. Here is what I’ve got so far, for those interested:

“Leontion was a follower of Epicurus, a renowned philosopher whose school welcomed the
unlikeliest of sorts: foreigners, slaves, and—almost more surprisingly—women.”
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Leontion: The Lost Woman Philosopher - Philosophy News
Lost but not completely forgotten. It is beyond doubt that the paragons of philosophy’s history,
so recalled for their wondrous scholarship, were in custody of…
philosophynews.com

“Leontion’s criticism of a male thinker left her open to charges of impertinence, but was also
viewed as an inspiration by later female writers. On one point everyone seems to have agreed:
even the most critical portrayals of Leontion were obliged to acknowledge her intelligence.”
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Leontion, 'Little Prostitute' or 'Great Philosopher'
Followers of our Twitter account may remember an image we posted a few months ago on
#InternationalHugAMedievalistDay, showing a woman being interrupted from…
blogs.bl.uk
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“Leontion did the unthinkable. She criticized the celebrated and unassailable philosopher,
Theophrastus, the pupil of Plato and the chief assistant of Aristotle. She was audacious,
confident and able to match the great philosopher in a debate.”

Leontion, The Audacious
“Do not spoil what you have by desiring what you have not; remember that what you now have
was once among the things you only hoped for.”   Epicurus Whenever I…
ladybudd.com

“Though all of Leontion’s work is now lost, she is still remembered to this day thanks to her
convincing arguments against the famous philosopher Theophrastus, Aristotle’s successor.”
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Leontion – Folia Magazine
Your virtual eye on illuminated manuscripts, rare books, and the stories behind them. By Franco
Cosimo Panini Editore.
www.foliamagazine.it
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