
External "Goods" Impact Eudaimonia
Post by “Cassius” of March 9, 2024 at 5:26 PM

Quote from Don

it's not satisfaction of "specific" desires but more being satisfied - taking pleasure - in
what is currently available... while at the same time being open to luxuries when they
become available

If "being open to luxuries when they become available" means waiting for them to drop in your
lap without making effort to obtain them, I would argue that is wrong. We would never choose
pain to achieve a greater pleasure if that were the case.

Since I know you don't do that personally I know you don't mean that extreme conclusion, but
that's why I would always warn against any kind of formulation that sounds like a very flat
"whatever you have now is good enough" approach. In many cases, what you have "now" is not
good enough to just stand by and stay in the same condition. A wise person can be happy even
when on the rack, but that doesn't mean he should be content to stay there.

I doubt anyone here would fall into that trap, but I would say that a lot of people who study
Epicurus get exactly that impression, and reach some very damaging conclusions about
Epicurus because of it.
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