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Quote from Wikipedia

To form a more perfect Union

The phrase "to form a more perfect Union" has been construed as referring to the shift
to the Constitution from the Articles of Confederation. The contemporaneous meaning
of the word "perfect" was complete, finished, fully informed, confident, or certain. The
phrase has been interpreted in various ways throughout history based on the context of
the times. For example, shortly after the Civil War and the ratification of the Fourteenth
Amendment, the Supreme Court said that the "Union" was made "more perfect" by the
creation of a federal government with enough power to act directly upon citizens,
rather than a government with narrowly limited power that could act on citizens only
indirectly through the states, e.g., by imposing taxes. Also, the institution was created
as a government over the States and people, not an agreement (union) between the
States.
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