The Importance Of The Perfect Not Being Allowed To
Be The Enemy of The Good

Post by “Kalosyni” of March 2, 2024 at 9:57 AM

This excerpt from the wall of Diogenes of Oenoanda may somewhat pertain to the idea of "not
letting the perfect be the enemy of the good":

Quote

If, gentlemen, the point at issue between these people and us involved inquiry into
«what is the means of happiness?» and they wanted to say «the virtues» (which would
actually be true), it would be unnecessary to take any other step than to agree with
them about this, without more ado. But since, as | say, the issue is not «what is the
means of happiness?» but «what is happiness and what is the ultimate goal of our
nature?», | say both now and always, shouting out loudly to all Greeks and non-Greeks,
that pleasure is the end of the best mode of life, while the virtues, which are
inopportunely messed about by these people (being transferred from the place of the
means to that of the end), are in no way an end, but the means to the end.
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