Episode 216 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 23 -
Why Does Epicurus Say Length Of Time Does Not
Contribute To Pleasure?

Post by “Cassius” of February 29, 2024 at 6:18 PM

Quote from Godfrey

You must think completely outside of (discard?) the Platonic worldview in order to fully
understand Epicurus, even though Epicurus does the work to refute the Platonic
worldview

| would say that definitely you do not have to be restricted by the bounds of the box set by
Plato, but | do not think it is a good idea to "discard" knowledge of Plato's worldview, because i
think we see that Epicurus was in many cases responding to an argument of Plato, so you have
to know that the argument came from Plato in the first place, and at least understand its
outline, so you can understand why Epicurus is addressing the issue.

| think most of us would say that the argument that a thing cannot be the good unless it can be
contained within definite limits (nothing is straighter than straight) is a relatively absurd
argument. And yet it seems in Epicurus' time it was a huge issue, huge enough to rank third in
attention behind the first two principal doctrines.

And yet because we today don't keep in mind the Platonic/Cicero/Seneca argument, we
presume that Epicurus must be saying something else that is profound, and so a simple
statement that pleasure also has definite measurements, and can therefore be grasped and
attained, becomes transmuted into a call to live like a monk on bread and water in a cave!

| don't mean to sound too frivolous in that last paragraph. | think that's exactly what has
happened, and why so many Epicureans today are in thrall of "simplicity" and "minimizing
desires" and the other assorted corruptions that so attract those of Buddhist or Stoic mindset.

And it is also safe to say that there would be a lot of resistance by the same crowd to updating
their viewpoint on what PD03 and Absence of Pain are all about, but that's exactly what is
needed from my point of view.
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