Episode 216 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 23 -
Why Does Epicurus Say Length Of Time Does Not
Contribute To Pleasure?

Post by “Godfrey” of February 29, 2024 at 3:49 PM

Quote from Cassius

If this were not so, then we would never be able to experience pleasure at all, because
what we would be experiencing would be some incomplete pleasure, some mixture of
pleasure and pain, which from this perspective is not pleasure at all. A "mixture" is not
the same thing as a "thing in its pure form."

So this "pleasure is the absence of pain" is necessary to comprehend that it is possible
to experience pleasure at all.

This sounds a lot like the argument that you can never get from point A to point B, because you
can only advance half of the way at a time and the halfways keep getting smaller, ad infinitum.
Can't remember the name of the argument....
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