
Episode 216 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 23 -
Why Does Epicurus Say Length Of Time Does Not
Contribute To Pleasure?
Post by “Cassius” of February 26, 2024 at 6:57 PM

Referring over to the new thread on the perfect not being the enemy of the good, especially as
to a comment Pacatus made, I wish I could put a slightly different spin on my comments in the
episode in particular and on some of my past comments on "idealism" in general.

As some are pointing out there, an "ideal" can certainly have a beneficial use, so it's going to
be necessary to be clear what we mean in attacking "idealism." Some people already refer to
the Epicurean view of the gods as an "idealist" view, and even though i think Epicurus held his
gods to be real too, I've always tried to maintain that in addition to their reality, they serve as
an example of an "ideal" life that helps us target ours.

So part of the issue with "idealism" that needs stressing is that there's nothing wrong with
having and using "ideals," but you darn better be sure that you generate your ideals through
the sensations, anticipations, and feelings, and that you don't let your "syllogistic logic" run
unrestrained and create totally "unreal" ideals that are *in fact* the enemy of "the good."

The point in the episode i am referring to is where I say that the error of plato et al was in
idealizing virtue as an absolute form in another dimension. That's the part I think is the heart of
the issue, not that they are "idealizing virtue" by generating a realistic picture, that would in
fact be useful, as Epicurus does, but that they are departing from the senses, anticipations, and
feeling by creating an abstracted incorrect ideal that is unreal and can never be real and is in
fact harmful to the realistic ideal (a direct parallel to what the crowd does in creating false
anticipations of the gods.)
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