Given The Stress That Many Greek Philosophers'
Placed On "Virtue" or a perfect view of "The Good"
As The Ultimate Goal, To What Extent Would An
Epicurus Have Considered That Approach An
"Unnatural and Unnecessary Desire?"

Post by “Cassius” of February 26, 2024 at 6:45 PM

Quote from Joshua

My personal opinion; the desire for the perfection of virtue is both unnatural and
unnecessary. It is in the same class as the desires for power, fame, luxurious riches,
and eternal life.

Yes that is exactly the direction | would take this. And to the extent that Epicurus might have
been saying this in the context of deep philosophical discussion, such as the letter to
Menoeceus, rather than in the context of a "here's how you should choose your career"
discussion, then the target of these comments might have been at least as much his
philosophical opponents as it was those who couldn't control their urges for sex or food.
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