Episode 216 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 23 -
Why Does Epicurus Say Length Of Time Does Not
Contribute To Pleasure?

Post by “Cassius” of February 26, 2024 at 4:44 PM

| don't want to raise any expectations that this is going to be a particularly "good" episode, but |
do think it will cover some "important topics."

Two of them deserve threads of their own:

Thread

If We Agree For The Sake of Argument That "The Perfect Should Not Be
The Enemy of The Good," then let's ask "What *Should* We Consider To
Be The Proper Relationship Between The Perfect And The Good?"

This thread is to discuss the question in the title.

It seems to me that this aphorism, which most of us seem to agree is a good one, needs to be
followed up with more explanation of what exactly *is* the proper way for us to view the
"perfect" in relationship to "the good?"

Let's also presume that we don't immediately jump to the reductionist "there is no perfect" and
"there is no good," although that may be a perfectly reasonable option that we can include in
the discussion.

Presuming we are...
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Post
RE: Given The Stress That Many Greek Philosophers' Placed On "Virtue"
or a perfect view of "The Good" As The Ultimate Goal, To What Extent
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Would An Epicurus Have Considered That Approach An "Unnatural and
Unnecessary Desire?"

Yes that is exactly the direction | would take this. And to the extent that Epicurus might have
been saying this in the context of deep philosophical discussion, such as the letter to
Menoeceus, rather than in the context of a "here's how you should choose your career"
discussion, then the target of these comments might have been at least as much his

philosophical opponents as it was those who couldn't control their urges for sex or food.
jm
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