Episode 214 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 21 -
Cicero Argues For An Ideal View of Friendship and
Happiness Which Epicureans Reject

Post by “Bryan” of February 24, 2024 at 5:41 PM

Adding a bit to Cassius' mention of the Brazen bull, we also have Philodemus - On the Gods -
Book 1 (P.Herc. 26, col. 19) “At times, both opposing elements seem to be independent origins;
in one place, one element dominates and in another place, the other. They are inseparable, yet
at times, they interact and intertwine, creating conflict and complexity. People see gods as
responsible for all evils, creators of ongoing and future misfortunes throughout endless time,
including what comes after death. If these elements were not connected, people would not fear
the gods more than tyrants. They dread death as if, after life, they will be tortured in eternal
retribution * by the gods, leading to both a fear of the gods as the doers of evil in the
underworld, and also death as leading to fiery torment. Just as people feared Phalaris, thinking
he would roast them in the bull, and [they also feared] the bull itself, as the place of the
roasting -- in the same way, hearing any related word causes equal fear for both, and not less
for either, even towards the source of the sound! Similarly, with the gods and death, we do not
consider both a double evil, neither the direct nor the indirect threat. If we avoid extreme
misery and mental harm by facing pain with a rational mind, we can overcome the worst; for
with understanding, we shouldn't see death as a double or untamed evil.”

*in the Areopagus?
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