
Can Determinism Be Reconciled With Epicureanism?
(Admin Edit - No, But Let's Talk About Why Not)
Post by “Don” of February 24, 2024 at 1:08 PM

I'm reading Mitchell's blog.
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Undetermined - a response to Robert Sapolsky. Part 1 - a tale of two neuroscientists
Free will is in the air. Among neuroscientists at least, the question of whether we are in control
of our actions has been attracting renewe...
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I was originally attracted to Dennett's compatibilism stance, because I wanted to keep my free
will but was enamored of the scientific (read: deterministic) arguments. However, that stance
seems less tenable now to me. It's still a deterministic wolf in free will clothes.

Mitchell, on the other hand, seems just as hard-nosed scientifically as Sapolsky and Dennett but
appears at first blush to provide a mechanism for free will, or more accurately maybe free
agency. That line, which I am still very much exploring, seems more "compatible"  with
Epicurus' position.
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