
Can Determinism Be Reconciled With Epicureanism?
(Admin Edit - No, But Let's Talk About Why Not)
Post by “DavidN” of February 23, 2024 at 8:09 PM

Quote from Onenski

I take the opportuniy to ask you something. In your point of view, who has free will and
where is its origin? Do non-human animals, or other beings, have free will? Can they be
morally responsible?
I didn't understand the last paragraph, I'm sorry.

Thanks for asking this question, I've actually spent some time debating and contemplating this
topic, I even went so far as to write to one of my favorite authors David Brin who wrote a series
based around this question and who is an advocate of animal rights. In my opinion it is a
spectrum of intelligence leading to sentience, with the cutoff being defined quite correctly by
Epicurus as the covenant to not harm one another. And as such I believe he correctly reached
the conclusion that those creatures and people who cannot or will not abide by this covenant
are outside of justice and morality. As Pacatus stated earlier about harming a child, such an act
would place you outside the realm of justice and morality as you are unable to abide by the
covenant and I don't believe Pacatus would be in violation of epicurean justice or morality in
acting to stop such an event.

As to who has free will, as I said earlier free will would be measured by an entities capacity to
recognize and conceptually break from cause and effect, and it's capacity to act contrary to it's
own nature. As to its origin I could only speculate. I know when I was a younger philosopher I
was quite enamored with the Holonomic Brain Theory, If you accept conventional theories of
the indeterminates in wave theory then the Holonomic brain allows for indeterminates in its
function, the level of complexity of which could explain free will. But again I'll fully admit to this
being entirely speculative.
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