Can Determinism Be Reconciled With Epicureanism?
(Admin Edit - No, But Let's Talk About Why Not)

Post by “DavidN” of February 23, 2024 at 4:55 PM

Quote from Onenski

Quote from Cassius

how does believing that everything you do is predetermined enhance a
person's happiness?

It's a belief about how the world is. It is what it is. Besides, Sapolsky believes, for
example, that many people can feel liberated from regrets and guilts (I guess specially
the belief that their circumstance it's their fault).

| find this view to simply be escapism, a desire to no longer be responsible for ones own life,
which to me strips life of all it's meaning.

Quote from Onenski

Quote from Cassius

how does believing that everything you do is predetermined enhance a
person's happiness?

| think it can contribute to certain amount of individual serenity, and if more people
agree with it, it can lead to a society more just. Imagine how happily can people live if
the practical political, social and economic problems are solved in their roots instead of
just blaming and punishing.

Being that | am professionally trained in root cause analysis | can tell you that the first rule is
that if you get the root cause wrong all attempts to fix the problem will fail at best and more
likely spider out into new problems confusing the original issue.

So onto root cause, in your deterministic world were is root cause. If there is never any choice
only a endless stream of cause and effect to follow back infinitum, can there even be root
cause? There can be no guilt because there can be no choice, no error, only necessity. There is
infact nothing in this world to fix. Criminals will be criminals without any choice because of prior
cause. Authorities will continue to punish criminals because the criminal behavior is a prior
cause. etc Ad infinitum.
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However when we add in choice, we have a conceptual break in the chain of cause and effect.
To which we can contribute root cause and into which we can insert change.
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