
Can Determinism Be Reconciled With Epicureanism?
(Admin Edit - No, But Let's Talk About Why Not)
Post by “Onenski” of February 23, 2024 at 1:48 PM

Quote from Cassius

how does believing that everything you do is predetermined enhance a person's
happiness?

It's a belief about how the world is. It is what it is. Besides, Sapolsky believes, for example, that
many people can feel liberated from regrets and guilts (I guess specially the belief that their
circumstance it's their fault).

I think it can contribute to certain amount of individual serenity, and if more people agree with
it, it can lead to a society more just. Imagine how happily can people live if the practical
political, social and economic problems are solved in their roots instead of just blaming and
punishing.

But, again, this is a metaphysical question. One can ask the same for this than for other
questions: "how does believing that there isn't a God enhance a person's happiness?", "how
does believing that the stars don't influence behavior enhance a person's happiness?", "how
does believing that human beings are not special in the universe enhance a person's
happiness?".

We have motives to investigate which metaphysical conclusion has the best arguments. The
next part is to reasoning how that conclusion influence our ethical commitments. It can't go
backwards (begin with ethical commitments and argue in favor of metaphysical conclusions,
unless we want to conclude whatever people like).
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