
A Discussion On Anticipations from 2017
Post by “Cassius” of April 14, 2019 at 12:03 AM

From Elli -

Guys It took me a whole year and something to LEARN my two little boys to not shit on their
napkins-pampers. It took me a whole year and something to learn them WORDS AND WHAT
THE WORDS DENOTE ! Epicurus DOES NOT addressed to little children. Epicurus adressed to
mature guys and speaks about pre-concepts/images that are in the brain and derived from
concepts based on words :

First of all, guys, we must grasp the CONCEPTS attached to words, in order that we may be able
to refer to them and so to judge the inferences of opinion or problems of investigation or
reflection, so that we may not either leave everything uncertain and go on explaining to infinity
or use words devoid of meaning. For this purpose it is essential that the first MENTAL IMAGE
associated with EACH WORD should be regarded, and that there should be NO NEED OF
EXPLANATION, if we are really to have a STANDARD to which to refer a problem of investigation
or reflection or a mental inference. And besides we must keep all our investigations in accord
with our sensations, and in particular with the immediate apprehensions whether of the MIND
or of ANY ONE OF THE INSTRUMENTS OF JUDGEMENT, and likewise in accord with the FEELINGS
existing in us, in order that we may have indications whereby we may judge both the problem
of sense perception and the unseen..

And every image which we obtain by an act of apprehension on the part of the mind or of the
sense-organs, whether of shape or of properties, this image is the shape or the properties of
the concrete object, and is produced by the constant repetition of the image or the impression
it has left. Now falsehood and error always lie in the addition of opinion with regard to what is
waiting to be confirmed or not contradicted, and then is not confirmed or is contradicted. For
the similarity between the things which exist, which we call real and the images received as a
likeness of things and produced either in sleep or through some other acts of apprehension on
the part of the mind or the other instruments of judgment, could never be, unless there were
some effluences of this nature actually brought into contact with our senses. And error would
not exist unless another kind of movement too were produced inside ourselves, closely linked
to the apprehension of images, but differing from it; and it is owing to this, supposing it is not
confirmed, or is contradicted, that falsehood arises; but if it is confirmed or not contradicted, it
is true. Therefore we must do

our best to keep this doctrine in mind, in order that on the one hand the standards of judgment
dependent on the clear visions may not be undermined, and on the other error may not be as
firmly established as truth and so throw all into confusion.
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Moreover, we must suppose that human nature too was TAUGHT and constrained to do many
things of every kind merely by circumstances; and that later on REASONING elaborated what
had been suggested by nature and made further inventions, in some matters quickly, in others
slowly, at some epochs and times making great advances, and lesser again at others. And so
NAMES too were not at first deliberately GIVEN TO THINGS, but men’s natures according to
their different nationalities had their own peculiar feelings and received their peculiar
impressions, and so each in their own way emitted air formed into shape by each of these
feelings and impressions, according to the differences made in the different nations by the
places of their abode as well. And then later on by common consent in each nationality SPECIAL
NAMES were deliberately given in order to make their MEANINGS OR CONCEPTS less ambiguous
to one another and more BRIEFLY DEMONSTRATED. And sometimes those who were acquainted
with them brought in things hitherto unknown and introduced sounds for them, on some
occasions being naturally constrained to utter them, and on others choosing them by
REASONING in accordance with the prevailing mode of FORMATION, and thus making their
MEANING-CONCEPT CLEAR.
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