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Cassius to Elli -

Elli I am sorry I will be driving most of the rest of the day, so my responses will be delayed but
this is what I would like to talk about: Given what you wrote, what is your interpretation of this
passage from Diogenes Laertius? What is the difference between the position taken by Epicurus
himself and that of "the Epicureans"?

"Thus in The Canon Epicurus says that the tests of truth are the sensations and anticipations
and the feelings; the Epicureans add to these the intuitive apprehensions of the mind."

And also what is your interpretation of this passage from the Epicurean speaker Velleius in "on
the nature of the gods"?

"For Epicurus alone first founded the idea of the existence of the Gods on the impression which
Nature herself hath made on the minds of all men. For what nation, what people are there, who
have not, without any learning, a natural idea, or prenotion, of a Deity? Epicurus calls this
anticipation; that is, an antecedent conception of the fact in the mind, without which nothing
can be understood, inquired after, or discoursed on. This is the force and advantage of the
reasoning we receive from that celestial volume of Epicurus concerning The Rule and Judgment
of Things.”

“Here, then, you see the foundation of this question clearly laid. Since it is the constant and
universal opinion of mankind, independent of education, custom, or law, that there are Gods, it
must necessarily follow that this knowledge is implanted in our minds, or, rather, innate in us.
That opinion respecting which there is a general agreement in universal Nature must infallibly
be true."
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