Episode 215 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 22 -
The Epicurean View Of Happiness

Post by “Cassius” of February 17, 2024 at 3:43 PM

It seems to me that for the most "global" answer to questions like "Are Epicureans always
happy?" or "Is it possible for some Epicureans to be always happy?" we are going to have to
parse this from Dlogenes Laertius:

They say also that there are two ideas of happiness, complete happiness, such as belongs to a
god, which admits of no increase, and the happiness which is concerned with the addition and
subtraction of pleasures.

And we're going to need to take a position "living as a god among men" and perhaps similar
references mean that "complete happiness, such as belongs to a god" is something that is
possible to a human being, or whether that kind of happiness only to a true Epicurean god in
the intermundia.

Plus the term "complete happiness" may not necessarily tell us how long that happiness lasts
(?)

That's a question where i am very interested in any comments anyone has to offer.
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