Pleasure and Reality

Post by “Cassius” of April 13, 2019 at 7:05 PM

Godfrey | think DeWitt would say in reference to the letter to Herodotus that the issue of
forming words with precise meanings, and using those for reference, is a really important and
useful thing to do (as he says in the letter). The issue is whether (1) what he is talking about
there are preconceptions/anticipations, or simply the kind of conceptual reasoning that
everyone acknowledges to exist and to be important, and (2) how that process relates to
something going on as an automatic perceptual process, which (arguably) is more what
anticipations would be.

| remain convinced of DeWitt's position because i think (1) that anything that involves "opinion"
(and | think conceptual reasoning clearly does) must not be part of the canon, and (2) to read
the process of forming words as being canonical, i think it would be necessary to conclude that
the formation of words (assigning particular observations to particular words/concepts) is an
automatic perceptual process, but | think the existence of different words for the same thing in
different languages is strong evidence that we are not all guided to come up with the same
words for the same concepts.
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