Episode 212 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 19 -
Can "Pleasure"” Be Defended In The Public Square?

Post by “Cassius” of January 27, 2024 at 7:30 PM

This episode of Lucretius Today is going to take on Cicero's allegation that it is impossible to
proclaim Epicurean philosophy in the halls of government or in the courts - basically in any
public forum. This is a very important challenge that is very important to consider and refute.
Let us know your thoughts and we will include them in the episode! And don't say that
"Epicureans wouldn't be involved in politics." This is much deeper than that - it is a challenge
that you can't ever proclaim your devotion to 'pleasure' as the goal of life in public without
being disgraced by the admission.

Quote

What would you be willing to take, on condition that when once you have entered on
your office and risen before the assembly (you know you must announce what rules
you intend to follow in your administration of the law, and perhaps too, if you think it
good to do so, you will say something about your own ancestry and yourself, after the
custom of our forefathers)—well then, what would you take to declare that during your
term of office you will do everything with a view to pleasure, and that you have never
done anything during life except with a view to pleasure?

You say, do you suppose me to be such a madman as to speak before ignorant men in
that fashion? But make the same statements in court, or, if you are afraid of the crowd,
make them in the senate. You will never do it. Why not, unless it be that such speech is
disgraceful? Do you suppose then that | and Triarius are fit persons to listen to your
disgraceful talk?
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