The dangers of dialectical logic

Post by “Bryan” of January 26, 2024 at 7:09 PM

Yes, and it's not some random article - but this is THE section on death in the Oxford handbook.

"Recent debate among philosophers began with the realization that whether death is bad for
people depends on 'assumptions about good and evil.'" ...Only if one gives up Epicurus's
principle that good and bad require sentience and adopts an alternative could one rightly think
that death is bad for people. The alternative principle is that something may have value for
someone, even if it has and can have no effects on the person in question" (pg 125)

"If death can have value in these ways, can be bad or good in relation to continued life, then it
might appear that Epicurus was mistaken in believing that because the dead lack sentience
death can have no value for people... People with this abstract idea of value attach good and
bad for people to facts, which they regard as positive or negative... This abstract conception of
value is a tool in the range of judgments people make, and has its place in making important
judgments." (pg 129)
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