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TauPhi I think I understand at least one aspect of where you are going and I bet that this
Vatican Saying is not your favorite either:

Quote from Cassius

VS32. The veneration of the wise man is a great blessing to those who venerate him.

You're definitely right in my view that people can go overboard with "kneeling." But does that
mean that there is never an appropriate time in life when kneeling is the right course? I'd
generally agree that it's a bad idea in most every situation, and yet I don't know anymore that I
am willing to condemn (for example) every example of "kingship" as improper. The ancient
Romans who I often look to as models had "dictators" temporarily, and though they were better
off (in my view) in the republic when they didn't have kings, I don't know that I can say that
kneeling would "always" be inappropriate, as long as it was understood as a limited gesture.

Similarly with "gods" and "reverence," the emotions that go along with holding something or
someone in very high esteem don't seem to me as something to *always* consider as
prohibited. My main view at the moment would be that the limits and circumstances for such
emotions and activities need to be tightly defined, rather than outright prohibited.

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3664-pros-and-cons-of-considering-epicurean-philosophy-to-be-a-
religion/?postID=28757#post28757

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/lexicon/entry/108-vatican-sayings/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3664-pros-and-cons-of-considering-epicurean-philosophy-to-be-a-religion/?postID=28757#post28757
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3664-pros-and-cons-of-considering-epicurean-philosophy-to-be-a-religion/?postID=28757#post28757

