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Quote from sanantoniogarden

I suppose one of the main difficulties initially, is how we can reconcile Epicurus' physics
with modern physics?

My take has been to concentrate on what Epicurus's big takeaway was in his physics: We live in
a material universe, governed by natural, physical laws with no supernatural or divine
intervention. The rest are details. Prescient details for the most part, but I'm not worried by the
details. Plus, ancient Greek atoms (ΑΤΟΜΟΙ) are not the atoms of modern physics, the name
not withstanding. But Epicurus did get the general idea of small particles coming together to
make a whole different than their individual characteristics. I do not, in any way, feel an
obligation to adhere to the pre-scientific physics of 2,300 years ago to think of myself as an
Epicurean. That said, I do think Epicurus was on the right track at least on a lot of his physics.

I hope that helps.
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