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CHRISTIANITY VERSUS EPICUREANISM (V)

"...death is everything to the Christian, for death seals the relationship, for better or worse, of
each individual human being to God. Rejection of God and his moral order mean eternal
damnation - and the pain involved in neither small nor of short duration, as Epicurus promised
all pain would be..."

"...Death, therefore, does not bring extinction, but judgment, the very thing Epicurus and
Lucretius both thought to be the worst of disturbances... The Christian God, unlike the
Epicurean gods, will both punish and reward..."

"...In the Old Testament, pain, toil and death are ultimately tied to moral disobedience, and
becomes an inescapable punishment that all human beings must bear (Gen. 3:16-19). In the
New Testament, where everything is turned on its head, or perhaps better, things are turned
right side up again, pain, toil and death become the window to eternity - and worse yet, in
regard to Epicureanism, the very window opened by God himself in his passion, death and
resurrection..."

"...Furthermore, the 'imperfections' in the universe, imperfections that were for Lucretius a
certain sign that the universe was made by chance and not divine design, were linked by
Christianity to the violation of the moral order of the universe...Again, toil and pain are
punishment for the disobedience of the first human beings (Gen. 3:14-24), and plagues,
diseases, droughts and the like were, as clearly seen in the account of Moses and Pharaoh (Ex.
3:1-14:31), directly brought on by God as well. Even more opposed to Epicurus, the entire New
Testament, from the Gospels to Revelation, is quite adamant in the assertion that demons -
immaterial fallen angels - also use various sicknesses to afflict humanity. Finally, and most
peculiarly Christian, nature itself somehow participates in the fallenness of humanity..."
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