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CHRISTIANITY VERSUS EPICUREANISM (1V)

"...As opposed to Lucretius's belief that we are amoral by nature, the biblical account clearly
presents human beings as moral by nature. This is seen not only in regard to the example of
sexuality..., but also in the command of God not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil (2:16-17), God's anger when he is disobeyed (3:11), and the moral blame assigned to Cain
for killing his brother (4:11-13). This sets the pattern for the whole Bible: from the ten
commandments (Ex 20:1-17; Deut 5:6-21) all the way to the last judgment depicted in
Revelation (20:1-15), there is no doubt that some acts are intrinsically evil whether or not they
might happen to give us pleasure and pain, and the moral commandment are explicitly tied to
God's will, both in regard to creation and redemption..."
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