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Post by “Cassius” of December 27, 2023 at 7:28 PM

Quote from Godfrey

Aren't emergent properties a form of randomness? Or do they fall under the idea of "if
we knew enough about everything, we would see how they actually emerged"?

That would *not* be my understanding Godfrey. Emergent qualities would arise from the
attributes of the atoms and void which make them up in a mechanistic way. There is no
function assigned to the swerve of the atom other than free will and bringing atoms together to
form worlds in the first place. Sedley thinks the swerve was only developed later in response to
the need to respond to the hard determinists.

It's been a long time since | read it but | always recommend the Long article on this -- Chance
and Natural Law in Epicureanism, the basic thrust of which is to argue that virtually everything
in the Epicurean universe IS determined except for the free will of intelligent animals, which is
the one place that the swerve "breaks through" into observability. If the swerve were constantly
making many things random then the whole basis of atomism would implode because atomism
would not be able to explain the regularity that we do see.
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are possible within members of a given species. De Lacy recognizes that
there are Epicarean equivalents to natural laws, bat I believe Epicuns’
restrictions on indeterminate oocurrences were much tighter than De
Lq,cg- suggests. In particular, he seems to me to lay too much weight on
the totally indeterminate and unpredictable ‘swerve” ol atoms, when he
argues that this is responmble for vanations within limits, such as the
fact that a child sometimes resembles the mother, sometimes the father,
sometimes even a grandparest (Lucret. iv. 1200-1252).* The swerve af
atoms, by defimition, iz the beginning of a new movement at no deter-
minate time or place (Lucret, ii.218 ., 251-60) ; it breaks or interrapts
any antecedent set of canses, If Epscurus supposed that the manifald
varieties within an amimal species were due to the swerve of atoms, be
permitted & measure ol indeterminateness or purely spontanscus hap-
penings in the world, which made his system appallingly vulnerable to
umkbrthn-t whin looked to the gods ﬂslmnwﬂ nf-mlrr im nature,

mrlml Ihll Epm:m m:tptnd. mw his H.'phrumn al numl pht—
nomena an element of sheer contingency o indeterminatensss. This

l! the genrrll. Ime al ATamEn i this :|1n:wr is sound, Epicuns
atire 1o ‘lree’ animal

_ It is worth noting that his af necessity to propositons
aof the form “Either Hermarchis. will be alive tomerrow or he will not” is
illmstrated by an example relerring to man.™ Eplcurus was most anx-
s o free haman actions from necessity. But in other respects he
aeﬂhpq-d the mesdel of 5 world which conforms to natural law. The
foedera nalwrar are probably identical to the fosdera fali except in the

case of libera eolwnias® 1| Egiciifis wis to Lel nature euEInu all Ew-

murm, a1 mkt:m tlm EE Hﬁ ol s opuration in the warld is
A lesst it mat Fkve powser (o cou
undermine the powess of natwre, which are alfered in
place of the deminion af gods to these |gnari guad gueat eie,
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