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Quote from Godfrey

Aren't emergent properties a form of randomness? Or do they fall under the idea of "if
we knew enough about everything, we would see how they actually emerged"?

That would *not* be my understanding Godfrey. Emergent qualities would arise from the
attributes of the atoms and void which make them up in a mechanistic way. There is no
function assigned to the swerve of the atom other than free will and bringing atoms together to
form worlds in the first place. Sedley thinks the swerve was only developed later in response to
the need to respond to the hard determinists.

It's been a long time since I read it but I always recommend the Long article on this -- Chance
and Natural Law in Epicureanism, the basic thrust of which is to argue that virtually everything
in the Epicurean universe IS determined except for the free will of intelligent animals, which is
the one place that the swerve "breaks through" into observability. If the swerve were constantly
making many things random then the whole basis of atomism would implode because atomism
would not be able to explain the regularity that we do see.
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