Paul Thyry (Baron D'Holbach / Mirabaud) - French /
German Sympathizer With Some Epicurean Ideas

Post by “Kalosyni” of December 27, 2023 at 4:00 PM

Quote from Onenski

Skepticism about free will, | think, is a personal position of mine, and it is perhaps the
one that makes me wonder things like: if the study of nature pointed out that we do not
have free will, would Epicurus accept it?

Can | assume that if | were to say: "There is no such thing as free will" that this means that | am
not actually choosing anything and that everything always is predetermined by forces outside
of my conscious mind? Such that we are saying that what appears to be free will is just an
illusion? Or can we say "free will" = an individual's ability to choose.

Quote from Cassius

In the case of free will, Epicurus is being very clear that some things are determined
while others are not. Both are affirmed to be true.

Here is an example: | drink a large cup of tea. | then need to go pee. There is something in my
mind which is registering pleasure and pain sensations throughout my body, and it is also
balanced by my awareness of mental thoughts. Perhaps | am sitting with friends and | want to
hear someone finish a story so | sit and wait till the end, and then excuse myself. But maybe |
am fed up with hearing a story, so | leave before the end. There are millions of insignificant
events that can't possibly be predetermined. As we become more aware of how to skillfully deal
with pleasure and pain, it actually increases our ability to freely choose.

| have more thoughts on this but perhaps | will add more later -
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