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Quote from Onenski

Or also, if what matters is practical life for ordinary people, then would it be valid for us
to accept things like biases just because we feel it although they are unjustified?

If when you say "bias" what you are talking about is "stereotypes" or "generalities" then I have
had several discussions about this subject recently.

I personally relate this to issues of "statistics."

The nature of a generality is that it is "generally" true, even if exceptions exist. Working with
them it is essential to recognize that generalities are "statistically more likely" while at the very
same time you are affirming that "exceptions do exist."

Does the fact that exceptions exist nullify the beneficial uses of generalities? I would say clearly
"no!" Generally speaking, we can expect the sun to rise in the east tomorrow. Does our firm
conviction that the sun will one day explode (or something else bad will happen) mean that we
should not plan to get up tomorrow morning? No.

In the case of free will, Epicurus is being very clear that some things are determined while
others are not. Both are affirmed to be true. Depending on what you choose to look at, the fact
may be that *most* things are determined in some way, and what we have firm control over is
a much smaller subset. But it can still be true that both categories exist, and I don't see that we
should let one overwhelm the other, any more than we should let the perfect be the enemy of
the good. 
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