Sedley - Epicurus and The Transformation of Greek
Wisdom

Post by “Cassius” of December 26, 2023 at 10:27 AM

Over the holidays | am going to remedy my slackness and read this book in full. I have started
the first two chapters and | can echo what Godfrey wrote as to Empedocles with this additional
comment:

| don't think the observation really changes a whole lot as to how to interpret what Lucretius is
saying in the opening "hymn to Venus," but it probably does help explain why he was
motivated to start with imagery of Venus and then her interaction with Mars. Sedley is saying
that Empedocles' poem on physics is lost, but that there is good reason to believe that it
started with a similar poetic analogy to Venus / Aphrodite. Sedley's theory is that Empedocles'
poem on nature inspired Lucretius to open his poem with analogous imagery, but that Lucretius
almost immediately started deviating from Empedocles to restate what Empedocles had
presented in (dramatically different) Epicurean terms.
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