Episode 207 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 15 -
Does Epicurean Philosophy Lead to Injustice?

Post by “Cassius” of December 26, 2023 at 9:03 AM

Quote from waterholic

Is it then wise for me to offer the Epicurean evidence and thinking or is it more prudent
to just let it be?

Ok | see that question as particularly important. "Offering it" brings to mind the issues of
Lucian's "Alexander the Oracle Monger" where the Epicurean almost got stoned to death and
Lucian criticizes him for being foolhardy.

| see the question more as one of electing whom to live among ... And that would be a very
individual decision. Certainly Epicurus recommends living among friends, and being a closer
friend is going to involve shared views. But as for the calculation of how to do that and where to
compromise, that's very hard to say.

What seems to me *not" hard to say is (1) you only live once, (2) life is short, and (3) you get no
credit after death for doing things that did not bring you pleasure. So to me these questions
come down to what you personally find desirable into getting the most you can out of life. In my
own situation | am as cordial and nice to everyone as | can be when | come into contact with
them, but | also organize my time to spend as much of it as possible with people | share the
closest friendships.

There are many people with whom | come into casual contact who | try to be nice to, but who
end up having no clue that | have any interest in philosophy at all.

| think one of the sayings is that you should run risks for friendship, and | think that plays into
the answer too. If someone is so clearly not a candidate for discussing the most important
things in life with you, then that person would seem to be a poor candidate to want to devote
much time to.
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