Episode 206 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 14 -
More On The Nature of Morality

Post by “Cassius” of December 23, 2023 at 9:16 PM

I mentioned in the episode that | would link to sections of Wagner's "Tannhauser" where the
lead character sings that beauty should be touched and embraced rather than simply admired
from afar in a "Platonic love" kind of way.

Here are the excerpts | posted in the past. | will update this post with the minute mark for
where to find the specific part.

I have two clips - this first one is a "best of Defense of Pleasure" which focuses on the key
defense of Venus /Pleasure arguments (and more up-tempo music).

In this clip, the discussion of embracing beauty starts around 3:40, but this shorter clip doesn't
give the "Platonic" side to which he is reacting:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41TYXuK91us

And in enjoyment alone do | recognize love!

This second is significantly longer and contains most of the dialogue that sets up the
background issues of the conflict with Pleasure/Venus. Start at 14:38 and you will get the setup,
including the "platonic" singers praising beauty but saying that it cannot be touched. Wolfram
von Essenbach summarizes the "glamor" of virtue.... and then the second pro-virtue singer nails
the "keep your distance" part.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RV60cW4IbM

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3591-episode-206-cicero-s-on-ends-book-two-part-14-more-on-the-
nature-of-morality/?postiID=28200#post28200 1
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