THE HEDONICON (or The Holy Book of Epicurus)

Post by “Bryan” of December 19, 2023 at 12:24 PM

There are very many good things about this book. To highlight a few:

Excellent introduction - lots of vocabulary treasures from our school are given in Greek and
clearly explained - and you make those bright terms shine even brighter by contrasting them
with darkness, as xo'j71n10 (“epikorés” meaning “heretic”) is also presented and explained.

Adding art throughout the text is an excellent choice. Other traditions focus so much on words
and logic, they forget to use their eyes as a basis of their thinking. Epicureans do not make this
mistake. | am slowly producing an edition of Lucretius that has no text and is only pictures.

The double columns on each page are a very appealing formatting choice. The Herculaneum
papyri shows how slender the columns were in ancient texts (often only 15 to 20 letters long),
so double columns on each page is a format we can embrace with ancient precedent.

The section headings are masterful. Breaking up the original works into labeled sections seems
necessary and your work here is excellent. This adds a lot of coherency and accessibility.
Coupled with the columns, this book is not a wall of text, but clearly labeled, easily digestible
and inviting sections.
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