
Are the Gods Totally Painless? Does Calling Us To
"Continuous Pleasure" Mean Totally Painless?
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From Elli:

When the parents feel the great pain of the loss of their child the psychologists suggest "the
displacement" i.e. the transference of their feelings of love that had for their lost child to the
rest of the children in their family. This procedure produces a healthy family environment and
IMO is the real doctor that is able to cure their wound.

For the parents to lose their child is a great pain indeed, because it rejects the parents' hope to
feel and share their child's pleasures in the future...But in parallel, the same parents reject the
pleasures that they've shared with that lost child in the past.

This loss of their child rejects the feeling of the continuity of their genes in the present and in
future...But in parallel, they reject that they may have in their family and other children that
continue their genes in the present and in future. When the parents lose their child they also
feel as being empty-handed and all the efforts they did were in vain... But in parallel, they
reject their offering that was this great gift that is called LIFE to a child as long as was alive.
Since they do not see that for a being for not living at all, it is like the darkness of the abyss.

Those parents also feel guilty and remorse that they did not offer more things and feelings to
that lost child when was alive... But in parallel, they are focusing on the suffering and not on the
pleasurable moments they offered and shared with the child when was alive. And if the parents
have other children, with their continuous mourn, they make the other of their children to feel
guilty and remorse too when those children want to feel pleasure in their life... So in parallel,
those parents reject the fact to feel and share the pleasures with the other of their children and
the real fact of the continuity of parents' genes that is still remaining in the present and in the
future. For this reason, we see also many cases when the parents have lost a child, they're
going to the procedure to have a new one.

I had the experience to lose my brother in a car crash, and through the empathy Ι felt my
mother's pain that was indescribable, but during the time of the years that have passed, her
great pain was decreased through the sharing of the pleasurable feelings of love with me, my
sister and our children, i.e. her grandchildren as a real fact in the continuity of her family in the
present and in future.

So, in that painful situation when the parents lost a child and have no other children or can't
have a new one, it might be helpful and pleasurable to those parents for being more closely to
their relatives' children for sharing the happiness and love they've lost. For this reason, the
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other relatives might be beneficial and good for them to speak to their children to be more
closed to those relatives that had lost their only child.

For this Epicurus remarks in the starting point of his letter to Meneoceus: "we must then
meditate on the things that make our happiness, seeing that when that is with us we have all,
but when it is absent we do all to win it".

Yes, positively, the transference of parents' feelings of love that had for their lost child, and as
they are offering this love to the rest of the children in their family is going along with all the
efforts to win their happiness again. And that is because Epicurus is sure that happiness is
connected with pleasure, and it is so recognizable as the first good innate in us, and from
pleasure, we begin every act of choice and avoidance, and to pleasure we return again, using
the feeling as the standard by which we judge every good. So, pleasure is born within us, it
remains inside us as long as we live, and its power shows up, as it is enriched and developed
when is shared with the next others.
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