
Paul Thyry (Baron D'Holbach / Mirabaud) - French /
German Sympathizer With Some Epicurean Ideas
Post by “Joshua” of December 16, 2023 at 3:34 PM

My father’s rejection of all that is called religious belief, was not, as many might suppose,
primarily a matter of logic and evidence: the grounds of it were moral, still more than
intellectual. He found it impossible to believe that a world so full of evil was the work of an
Author combining infinite power with perfect goodness and righteousness. His intellect spurned
the subtleties by which men attempt to blind themselves to this open contradiction. … His
aversion to religion, in the sense usually attached to the term, was of the same kind with that of
Lucretius: he regarded it with the feelings due not to a mere mental delusion, but to a great
moral evil. He looked upon it as the greatest enemy of morality: first, by setting up factitious
excellencies — belief in creeds, devotional feelings, and ceremonies, not connected with the
good of human kind — and causing these to be accepted as substitutes for genuine virtue: but
above all, by radically vitiating the standard of morals; making it consist in doing the will of a
being, on whom it lavishes indeed all the phrases of adulation, but whom in sober truth it
depicts as eminently hateful.

-John Stuart Mill, Autobiography
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