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This sounds like it was written explicitly for Joshua to cite on appropriate occasion!

§98. AN EASTERN TALE.

At some distance from Bagdad, a hermit, renowned for his sanctity, passed his days in an
agreeable solitude. The neighbouring inhabitants, to obtain an interest in his prayers, daily
flocked to his hermitage, to carry him provisions and presents. The holy man, without ceasing,
gave thanks to God for the blessings, with which providence loaded him. "O Allah!" said he,
"how ineffable is thy love to thy servants. What have I done to merit the favours, that I receive
from thy bounty? O Monarch of the skies! O Father of nature! what praises could worthily
celebrate thy munificence, and thy paternal care! O Allah! how great is thy goodness to the
children of men!" Penetrated with gratitude, the hermit made a vow to undertake, for the
seventh time, a pilgrimage to Mecca. The war which then raged between the Persians and
Turks, could not induce him to defer his pious enterprise. Full of confidence in God, he sets out
under the inviolable safeguard of a religious habit. He passes through the hostile troops without
any obstacle; far from being molested, he receives, at every step, marks of veneration from the
soldiers of the two parties. At length, borne down with fatigue, he is obliged to seek refuge
against the rays of a scorching sun; he rests under the cool shade of a group of palm-trees. In
this solitary place, the man of God finds not only an enchanting retreat, but a delicious repast.
He has only to put forth his hand to gather dates and other pleasant fruits; a brook affords him
the means of quenching his thirst. A green turf invites him to sleep; upon waking he performs
the sacred ablution, and exclaims in a transport of joy: "O Allah! how great is thy goodness to
the children of men!"

After this perfect refreshment, the saint, full of strength and gaiety, pursues his way; it leads
him across a smiling country, which presents to his eyes flowery hillocks, enamelled meadows,
and trees loaded with fruit. Affected by this sight, he ceases not to adore the rich and liberal
hand of providence, which appears every where providing for the happiness of the human race.
Going a little farther, the mountains are pretty difficult to pass; but having once arrived at the
summit, a hideous spectacle suddenly appears to his view.

His soul is filled with horror. He discovers a vast plain laid waste with fire and sword; he beholds
it covered with hundreds of carcases, the deplorable remains of a bloody battle, lately fought
upon this field. Eagles, vultures, ravens and wolves were greedily devouring the dead bodies
with which the ground was covered. This sight plunges our pilgrim into a gloomy meditation.
Heaven, by special favour, had enabled him to understand the language of beasts. He heard a
wolf, gorged with human flesh, cry out in the excess of his joy: "O Allah! how great is thy
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goodness to the children of wolves. Thy provident wisdom takes care to craze the minds of
these detestable men, who are so dangerous to our species. By an effect of thy Providence,
which watches over thy creatures, these destroyers cut one another's throats, and furnish us
with sumptuous meals. O Allah! how great is thy goodness to the children of wolves!"
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