So You Want To Learn Ancient Greek Or Latin?

Post by “Bryan” of December 15, 2023 at 11:24 AM

Their recommendation for alpha to be pronounced as the "a" in "bad" is surprising. | am not
sure | have even seen that suggested before. | suppose they did that to distinguish it from their
recommendation of omicron to be pronounced as "o" in "got" (which is reasonable) but also is
very close to the more normal range of recommendations for the pronunciation of alpha.

As they say this is for "degrees in ancient history, archaeology or classical archaeology where a
high level of language expertise is not required" | know they are in the UK, so the "a" in bad is
not as far off as it is in the US, so even if we pronounce "bad" like the king does, the
recommendation still seems bad. A little IPA would have gone a long way.

They also say "aL combines the sounds of alpha and iota, producing a diphthong similar to the
English ‘eye’." | agree with this, but | think it contradicts their recommendation for alpha to be
pronounced as the "a" in "bad."

If we take the "a" in "bad" and slide it with an iota (either as "beat" or "bit") - we do not get
"eye" but "a-ei" in "Maggie." However if alpha is pronounced as Smyth recommends (Spanish
"casa" or "father") the slide of the diphthong correctly produces "aye."
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