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Quote from Don

Is that a metaphor for using elephant-mounted troops in warfare?

Yes I agree that war elephants are the main thing -- and probably the only thing -- that
Lucretius is referring to. But the Dio Chrysostrom quote had me thinking for the first time
perhaps there could be a bit more to it. We know that frozen Mammoth tusk huts are some of
the oldest architecture discovered... Maybe there was a time in India when Elephants were as
common as buffalo were in the Great Plains 150 years ago, and their bones were really so
common that they became part of the architecture for some tribes for awhile.

This is all wild speculation. The climate in India would not preserve this, so the signs from which
we can infer are few.
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