Comparing Epicurus With Stoicism via Stoacon 2023
(Cleanthes' Hymn To Zeus et al.)

Post by “Don” of December 5, 2023 at 11:17 PM

I will freely admit | was being slightly provocative. Stoics aren't evil nor is their philosophy
wholly without merit. Even Seneca, a Stoic's Stoic, makes some good points; and Marcus
Aurelius appears to have been an honorable man worthy of respect. Do | think the Stoics are
misguided or, in the case of many modern Stoics, fooling themselves? Yes, of course | do, or I'd
be over there.

However...

Quote from TauPhi

There is a good reason why The Holy Church of Sticking Pencils into Eyeballs doesn't
exist...An idea has to have some merit in order to get widespread and passed on.

Unfortunately, cultures and religions are full of meritless practices or movements not far
removed from the Holy Church of SPiE, admittedly from my personal perspective. Medieval
flagellant monks. Female genital mutilation. The Jonestown massacre. The Heaven's Gate mass
suicide cult. The SPiE Holy Church doesn't (necessarily) last long in any one incarnation maybe,
but it certainly keeps cropping up again and again.

Would | include Stoicism within the Holy Church of SPIiE tradition? No, emphatically no. No
question or equivocation. Do | agree with Dr. Austin "that many Modern Stoics are already
Epicureans, at least by the standards of the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius"? Yes, indeed!
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