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Jewish orthodoxy possesses the interesting feature of naming and combating the idea of the
apikoros or “Epicurean”—theintellectual renegade who prefers Athens to Jerusalem and the
schools of philosophy to the grim old routines of the Torah. About a century and a half before

the alleged birth of the supposed Jesus of Nazareth (another event that receives semiofficial
recognition at this time of the year), the Greek or Epicurean style had begun to gainimmense
ground among the Jews of Syria and Palestine. The Seleucid Empire, an inheritance of

Alexander the Great—Alexander still being a popular name among Jews—had weaned many
people away from the sacrifices, the circumcisions, the belief in a special relationship with
God, and the other reactionary manifestations of an ancient and cruel faith. | quote Rabbi
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