Pleasure And Pain Modeled With Math

Post by “Cassius” of December 2, 2023 at 9:47 AM

Quote from waterholic

To be clear, | don't believe such mathematics in practical life would be of any value or
use - we are far better equipped to do the mental "maths" between pleasure and pain
by default.

Yes | agree, but | DO think that plotting out some kind of graphical picture DOES help with a
high-level understanding of the relationships between plain and pleasure, and so | think this is
very worthwhile. There's simply too much muddy thinking out there to take anything for
granted.

Quote from waterholic

| have to think about this. The stimuli here refers to any stimulation of our brain.

And | gather that Cicero's discussion is focusing on "stimulation of the senses." Does all
awareness come through the senses? I'd say probably not, and maybe the precise issue they
were debating is whether pleasure must be confined to actions of "the senses" or whether
pleasure can be experienced (mentally) without the *present* stimulation of the senses. The
relationship between "experience" and "sense" is pretty tricky and | am not sure how to best
express it.
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