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Marking another point we will want to discuss after Episode 203 is released:

Joshua does an excellent job of relating the Lucretian observation that eyes were not made for
seeing (etc) to how this same reasoning would apply to refute what Cicero attributes to
Aristotle -- that men were made for thought and action.

I didn't follow up Joshua's observations there firmly enough, and moved the discussion over to
an "is-ought" issue -- but I just want to note that many times you see this section of Lucretius
cited for its impact on or relationship to later evolutionary thought in biology, but you don't
often see it applied to refuting the standard Platonic/Aristotelian position that we can derive
that man is the "rational animal," or that men are made for "thought and action," from the
supposition that things things were made for men by a designing / creating god.

Just wanted to mark this down for later discussion as it is an excellent point.
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